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hitp://news. bbe.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/7309113.stm
Opposition's Ma wins Taiwan poll

The opposition candidate in Taiwan's presidential election, Ma
Ying-jeou, has won a clear victory.

Official results put Mr. Ma, of the Kuomintang party, ncarly 17 percentage points
ahead of Frank Hsich of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party.

Both candidates advocated closer econamic ties with China, but differed over the pace
and degree of change.

Mr. Ma pledged to strengthen commercial ties more quickly than Mr Hsieh, who took
a more cautious approach.

He will succeed arch-nationalist Chen Shui-bian, who steps down in May.

Over 17 million people were eligible to vote and turnout figures are expected to be
high.

'No war'

Final official results from the central election commission give Mr. Ma 58.45%, while
his rival Mr, Hsieh trails on 41.55%.

"People want a clean a government instead of a corrupt one,” said Mr. Ma, quoted by
AP news agency.
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"They want a good economy, not a sluggish one. They don't want political feuding.
They want peace across the Taiwan Strait. No war.”

"Don't cry for me today," Mr. Hsich said according to AP.

"Although we lost the eleciton, we have a more important mission. The torch of
- democracy should not be extinguished "

China says that Taiwan is part of its territory, aithough the two have been separately
governed since 1949, and China has never ruled out using force against the island
should it move towards formal independence.

Under President Chen, ties were restricted because of his pro-independence stance.

Mr Ma wants to act quickly, introducing direct flights to the mainland and casing

restrictions on investment in China. He has called for the creation of a "common
- market",
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[ 6. Why did the opposition candidate win Taiwan
poll?5%,

7. What did Mr. Hsieh say after the opposition

= candidate in the presidential election had won the
clear victory?5%
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